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The 'old' and 'new' politics 27 Tables   Table 6. To enable us to understand the full impact of those changes, which are still working their way through the system, we interviewed over 150 people. These included judges, government ministers, parliamentarians, senior civil servants in the Ministry of Justice and other parts of Whitehall, officials in Parliament, the Courts Service and the Judicial Appointments Commission, plus a similar range of people in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Most of the interviews were carried out on the basis of anonymity and so we cannot name the interviewees here; but we are immensely grateful to them for their time and trouble, and for subsequently commenting on our chapters in draft. One person we can name is Lord Judge, who as Lord Chief Justice generously gave us a great deal of his time and encouraged his colleagues to do likewise.
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During the course of the project we held ten seminars conducted under the Chatham House Rule and attended by senior judges, politicians, officials and academics. Each seminar had a panel of speakers and addressed one particular aspect of the project. The topics covered were: separation of powers, judges and the media, judges and Parliament, judicial appointments, the Supreme Court, Northern Ireland, judges and the executive, tribunals, the Lord Chancellor and Scotland. We are grateful to the Northern Ireland Attorney General for hosting a seminar in Belfast, to the Faculty of Advocates for hosting an event in Edinburgh, to the Clerk of the House of Commons for hosting us in Parliament, and to the Supreme Court for hosting an event there. In January 2014 we held a closing conference at St George's House, Windsor Castle, which followed a similar format.
